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redhead with a lateral lisp who does a spot-onJudy Garland, gar-

gles her vowels, and the N{unchkins join in, and though a couple

of children do leave the stage aitogether, opting to sing their parts

frorrr their parents'sweaty arms, everlthing is going fine, until-
A lul1. Soul Patch Adam vamps.It is Spenser Picazo's turn to

deliver his one line.

We thsnk lou -uery sueetly, Cory whispers from the first row.

The audience behind her shifts and coughs.

For doing it so neatly, she sa1.s with an encouraging smile, but

it is no use. River Roclds youngest camper has gone uncharacter-

rsticalh'mute. Belor,r,'his painted-on mustache his mouth is small

and q,.rir-e ring. Behind his silicone strap-on glasses, his ey,es are

r-en'u-ide. He stares into the crowd with increasing panic, scan-

nir-Lg the strangers'faces. Cory reaches for him, but it's too late, his

srnaLL month crumples and a high-pitched whine escapes. Cor,v,

crouching, guides him offstage. As she leads him out the barn door

she hears Glinda's aristocratic trtll: Let the joyous nev-ts be spread:

the ruicked old u:itch at last is dead.tand Soul Patch Adam launches

into "Ding Dong," and the audience claps along.

It is cooler outsicie than in the thermos of a barn. Ferns clustered

bv the clapboard b,,tzzwith cicadas or whatever, shivering in the

blessed breeze. Beyond the trampled hil1, punctuated here and there

by abandoned sports equipment, clouds rest upon the farthest ar-rd

bluest of the White Mountains. Cory kneels beside poor Spenser

on the grass and rubs his back. He shudders violently.

It's okay, she says. Stage fright is the worst. But sometimes it's

good to do what scares you.

He tugs the emergency-orange band of his glasses from his

curly head and lets them fall down around his neck. Without

FRTJIT O}'THE I)}

them his wet little eyes are naked and ur

cartoonish and even more pathetic.

It's not-stagefright,he snufl1e s.

What, then?

I want His voice cracks, alc ',

says: I want my mo-om.

She's not here?

l/4. He wipes his nose, smudgir,!. :- .

his face.

Who's picking you up?

My dad,he grumbles. M-v little ,':.'--,

That's fun, isn't it?

He frowns at her and puts his l-.-.
of disgust.

Wont you see your mom sooni

No.

After a moment, Corv recalls a n-:: , :

weeks ago-eons ago in camP ti:r..-'
half reading a months-old maga.zir. -

counselors play poker on the mu::-. .,
jangled the landline. Soul Patch -\i..--
from bed. A hush fell over the roort-' "''-..

bleary-eyed and puny, holding a s:ir--=: -
less byyears of sweaty nights and ia'-.:-:.

made halfhearted attempts to hide ir-t:- :

kitchen,where the old communa-i -.r'--: :
and the dial-up modem, and ther r--r :1:

of a FaceTime call, holding their 'b:.,

terrible had happened. And then. r:-- -

loving, exhausted, divine: HL Sp:'.-'. - -

meet your baby brotber? The poker 3,::-..
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Oh, Cory says. Your mom's probably with the new baby, huh.

Spenser shoves his face into her chest, bereft. It is too much

for him.

Oka,v, she savs, gently relocating him from breast to shoulder.

Yeah, that's hard, isn't it.

He climbs into her lap to weep. From the barn a new song

rises into the afternoon. Follozu the yellow brick road, the children

chant, and chant again. She rocks him in time to thebeat-Fo/lou,

fo I I o w, fo I I o w, fo / I o ut-httmming along, the s ad little s even-year- old

perspiring in her arms, but no longer crying. Spenser, young as he

is, has a reputation as a high-strung weirdo, given to nightmares,

benisr-r groping, and high-decibel fieak-outs about minor slights

and changes in pian, but she carit bring herself to roll her eyes about

him as the other counselors do. They are callous in a way she has

never known how to be. She feels for the boy, even or especially

when he loses his shit.It's not his fault. He is too young for sleep-

away camp. Too young to be away from his mom. And, honestly,

Cory can sympathize. She, too, both wants and does not want to

go home.To the hot city that smells of bus exhaust and baking

trash, To the too-srnall uptown apartment she shares with her own

mother, a verified bitch. lVorst of all, to her unknowable future.

Working at River Rock r,vas hardly Cory's ideal way to spend the

summer after her senior vear of high schooi. Had she gotten into

her first- or second- or even third-choice college-had she gotten

into e'u-en one of her so-called safety schools-she might soon be

leaving the citv for a college-sponsored bonding trip, five nights of
campine in canyons under the Utah stars) say; communirv service

in Flint,I\4ichigan. Her mother might have rewarded her by letting

her tag along with the coven of classmates currenth, gallivanting

I,'RT,IT OF THF- DT

around Europe on what looks on socii :
backpacking tour. They have eaten Pr':

they have clubbed in Berlin, thev har-e . -:

They have taken selfies with waxed-che.:.

peace with their feminine fingers, ciq:,:-

unsmiling lips. Such trips would be : ::
financially, at the best of times, but EL'.'':-

ship and landed herself on academic ::
into, count them, zero colleges, the .e :r:

Her mother, always unlikely to she.' - ,

has limited ability and no interest in ::
I uillf.nd a rLay to payfor r/a-i,t.-'. -;-.

fnd a zoay to payfor sum/ner school. i '--

of SAT; and APs. I uill support lc;t ; ): -, 
.

eoen help you get an internship.\btr i.':: .- -

cofee, learn the ropes, at, I don't lttc--- L

What about Google? I could call R,i':.') -;

Ob my god, Mom.

Don't Oh-my-god-Mont me. P-';'-,.' ,,-

an internship at Google.

You don't knoru shit about -*'h,i: ':-.

Fine, Corlt. What uould \'ott til; .- -

For money. For a driver's 1icer.. .: -,

open road;for freedom. For a iitt : ,-.

used to have nowhere but at sunl:---r -

rock at the top of the hill u ith t-: .'. .:.

friend as the Perseids came unr:-.','. . --- .

pulled quick from the iniinite e rrr -:
But a sustained feeling of a',.'- .- :'

among the benefits of the duli er,; ,-:-,-

pations her mother suggested. 1he:. ''' - -
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intro-level classes at NYU or CUNY, but one look at a course

catalog brought on a paralysis of indecision. Wbat interests you?

her mother asked. What do you zuant to do?lhese were questions

she could not answer. As far as she can tell she has no interests,

no desires except to spend time outdoors, far away from home,

to lose herself in the intricacies of a landscape, to bliss out under

the ever-changing sun. So in the heady humid days of earlyJune

she watched the rest of her graduating class leave town to run

their victory laps around the globe, and descended into a fog of
sleep and phone and fighting with and avoiding fighting with
her mother. For a month they lived together like anxious strang-

ers, ertending some semblance of ddtente as long as they both

could, only to erupt with sudden rage into vigorous, nonsensical

arguments.

It was after one of these that Cory called up her old summer

camp director and begged for a job. Because she was a minor and

had no experience, and because it was mere weeks before Junior
Camp was to commence, they stuck her with the little ones, the

se\rens, eights, and nines. Here she has spent the bulk of the sum-

mer in a kind of apprenticeship to Vermont Jen, tight of lip and

plentiful of body hair, who's been a counselor at River Rock since

at least the nineties, playing diplomat, comforting the bullied,

tending to cuts, bruises, and bites, laundering pee-soaked sheets,

cleaning vomit from the crevices between floorboards, and getting

increasinglv sunburned, lonely, and discouraged.

Applause from the barn. The sounds of conversation and metal

folding chairs creaking and scraping on the wood floor: inter-
mission. She is still singing quietly to the child in her lap. He is

totally relored, as if hypnotized by the minor key, the cyclical tune

l'lttlIT ()F THL t)L

that has somehow segued out of her .::-

simple song her mother used to sing. ] I.
in content. She has not heard it in at 1e".,

back to her now, phrase by m,vsterio'.1. :
and miies. She is not sure of everv r,'-::.
been damaged in recovery-but ior ti= :
been securely encoded:

Good my mother, ltbeace a
offolk born long ago?

Why are you gone atoay_fra

you e'uer seemed to hflow?

For rthile you linger bae a

the olioe trees, old maiL

the rtonnen here uould td
in halls of stone and sbadz

As the campers'parents make theirw:

legs, Cory lowers her voice, self-conscious

song become a hum. At the top of tre t
He is tall and broad, big-bellied but deg

beige, and rippling subdy in the heag as il
Iiquid. He is watching her. How long hz

Her humming fades.

After a moment her view of him is

hand on her shoulder.

Want me to take him to his dad? S

decorated chin at the boy in her Lp, gl
at her tits.

Oh, she says, pulling up her shirt Su

7
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